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              Pastor Paul Horn
Preach the Word!
I.  In season
II.   Out of season
 
In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge:  2 Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction.  3 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.  5 But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
 
On July 10, 2007, the Vatican said that Christian denominations outside the Roman Catholic Church were not full churches of Jesus Christ.  The document says that Christ founded one church and that church is visibly present in the Catholic Church.  Disclaimer: I am not putting down any Catholics or the Catholic Church.  However, when a church body makes a public statement like that, we need to go back to Scripture.  Jesus said, “For where two or three come together in my name, there am I with them.” (Matt 18:20)  In 1Samuel 16:7 the LORD said to his prophet Samuel, “Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”  Christ’s church is not a visible institution but an invisible one.  The church is comprised of all believers from all over the world.  We know that there are members of God’s church in our congregation and other Christian denominations because the good news of Jesus is proclaimed there.  We know who the members of God’s church are by their confession in Jesus as their only Savior from sin.  But to say that there is only one true visible church is false doctrine.
 
Some folks do not like to hear those words associated with their church: false doctrine.  In today’s age of Post-modernism that says truth is relative, we should tolerate other religions and respect their beliefs.  God’s Word says something entirely different.  He tells us to test other teachings (1John 4:1) with the standard of the truth of his Word.  He tells us to agree on doctrine (1Corinthians 1:10) and to stay away from false teachings (Romans 16:17).  Today in our lesson we listened to a portion of a letter the apostle Paul penned to young Pastor Timothy.  Paul reminds young Timothy to be steadfast in his preaching of the truth of the Word of God, when it is favorable and when it is not favorable.  It’s not always favorable to expose false doctrine.  
 
This morning after the offering we will install our Sunday School teachers.  These are men and women who have been called by the Holy Spirit, through the congregation, to preach the Word to our children.  Dear Sunday school teachers, today, I encourage you to preach the Word in and out of season.  These words from Paul are not just for our teachers, but for the laypeople and the pastor.  Today, The Holy Spirit wishes to encourage you with these words this morning, “Preach the Word!  In season and out of season!”  
 
I.  In season
There is a movement in mainstream evangelicalism that is becoming dangerously popular.  It is called Prosperity Theology.  Promoters of this doctrine use Scripture to insist that one of God’s top priorities is to shower blessings on Christians in this lifetime.  Perhaps you’ve heard of Joel Osteen, leader of a megachurch in Houston, TX.  He teaches that God’s love is seen through personal gain.  He and his wife Victoria claim they saw God’s love in action when their airplane tickets began to bump up from economy to business class and when they were finally able to purchase their dream home.  This is an example of preaching the Word in season.  When people are poor and lonely and unsuccessful, they want to hear that they will be successful.  People want to hear the promise that God will help them become prosperous.  
 
The huge problem with this teaching is that God’s love is seen in the abundance of material possessions.  What happens if you’re not abundantly wealthy or possess great amounts of worldly goods?  Do you not have God’s love?  God’s Word tells us that his love is shown in through Jesus’ atonement on the cross.  God so loved the world…by giving them lots of money and big homes?  No, that he sent his only Son.  What did his Son come to earth to do?  To give you alligator skin shoes and Gucci purses?  No!  He went to the cross and took your sins with him.  There at the cross we see God’s love.  At the empty tomb we see God’s love.  When people are lonely, poor, destitute and broken what they need to hear is that Christ has given them an eternal inheritance.  He has given heaven to them as their own personal possession.  It will happen in your life, if it hasn’t already, that people will want to hear this message from God’s Word.  They will be receptive and receive the Word with great joy and happiness.  That’s preaching the Word in season.  
II.  Out of season     But Paul warns Pastor Timothy and us in vs3,4, “For the time will come when men will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear.  4 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths.”               
 
Katharine Jefferts Schori, Presiding Bishop-elect of the Episcopal Church of USA was interviewed by Time magazine (July 17, 2006).  In her interview she was asked, “What is your view on intelligent design?”  Her answer, “I firmly believe that evolution ought to be taught in the schools as the best witness of what modern science has taught us.  To try to read the Bible literalistically about such issues disinvites us from using the best of recent scholarship.”  In a nutshell she was saying that we should use the most recent scientific research to determine where we came from and how we got here instead of believing what the Creator has told us so plainly in the first three chapters of Genesis.  Here was another question, “Is belief in Jesus the only way to get to heaven?”  You would answer, “Yes, of course!”  Her reply, “We who practice the Christian tradition understand him as our vehicle to the divine.  But for us to assume that God could not act in other ways is, I think, to put God in an awfully small box.”  In other words, God might use another Savior to get people to heaven.  Correct me if I’m wrong, but the last time I read John 14:6 Jesus said that he was the only to get to heaven.  Correct me if I’m wrong but the apostles acknowledged that Jesus was the only name given to men by which we are saved. (Acts 4:12)   
 
We live in a world of political correctness.  If my interview is read by millions in Time magazine and I am quoted as saying Jesus is the only way to salvation, I will be labeled close-minded and a bigot.  This is what Paul was talking about when he encouraged Timothy to preach the Word out of season, when it’s not favorable.  People want to hear that there are many paths to heaven.  And people want to hear that the majority of folks on earth are going to heaven.  It’s not favorable to say there’s only one path and that path is narrow and few walk down it and broad is the road to destruction and many walk down it. (Matt 7:13) 
 
Out of season preaching happens when life is going well.  It is then that people don’t want to hear they are sinners who have earned God’s righteous wrath.  They do not want to hear that they owe their entire livelihood to the Father’s providence.  When things are going well people don’t want to have their sins pointed out to them.  No one wants to be condemned for the sin of materialism, the love of money and possessions.  No one wants to have their sins of pride, arrogance and self-centeredness exposed.  No one wants to hear that sex before marriage is wrong in God’s eyes, after all, everyone else does it.  No one wants to hear that drunkenness is a sin, or laziness, or that apathy with God’s Word condemns just as much as the sin of homosexuality.  But what does God’s Word say?  We’re all sinners.  God’s Word says that it is necessary for us to hear that we are sinners.  
 
No one wants to hear that they have cancer or heart disease.  But when they hear that news, they eagerly seek someone in the medical profession to offer a solution to their illness.  No one wants to hear that they’re going to die as a result of the sinful nature.  However, your sinful nature does not run to someone else for salvation.  Your sinful nature has the opinion that you can save yourself.  It doesn’t want to hear that someone else did it all for you.  It wants some recognition for salvation, whether it be your own good works or a decision or cooperation in the conversion process.  
 
But what if I, as your Pastor, preached to you what your itching ears want to hear?  What if I preached to you that you’re not that bad, that you’re pretty good and that all God wants to do is to make you happy and that he’ll prosper you with worldly wealth?  Sunday school teachers, what if you taught this to our children?  Then we’d begin to believe that we are pretty good people.  Then we’d start taking pride in ourselves.  We would believe that we are our own salvation and we that we don’t need a Savior.  
 
This is where the preaching the Word out of season comes in.  God in his Word says, “I provided everything for your salvation, from payment for sin to the conversion process, I handle everything.  Not you, but me.  You’re powerless to do it anyway.”  And the Father has done that.  He was the one who provided a Savior, his own Son, to live a sin-free life in your place, to make the complete payment for your sin on the cross, to rise again to give you the gift of eternal life.  And now he sends his Holy Spirit through the Word which you are now hearing to give you the gift of faith, which receives all of those wonderful gifts Jesus won for you on your behalf.  According to your sinful nature you want some part in your salvation.  But God did it all for you.  And thank God for that.  Because he is the one who started our faith, he is the one who will bring it to completion when we reach our heavenly home.  Only he can do that.   Dear friends, preach the Word out of season; when it is not so favorable, when people might be offended by the truth of God’s Word, when people might not like what God’s Word has to say.  Preach the Word, because it is necessary for salvation that we and others hear it.                
 
Last month in the NewsEnterprise a gentlemen wrote an editorial entitled “True Churches.”  In that article he made the statement, “An infant has no sin.”  As much as our human reason would like to believe that, what does God’s Word say about this?  Psalm 51:5, “Surly I was a sinner at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  Romans 3:23, “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  Babies are sinful, according to the Word.  They desperately need a Savior, just like everyone else on this planet.  Thank God that he has given us baptism to save even infants from sin.  Brothers and sisters, this is what you are battling every day; false doctrine proclaimed as truth.  Your task, dear Sunday school teachers, dear laypeople, to “Preach the Word in season and out of season” is not an easy task.  But the Lord has called us to uphold the truth, to stand firm in it, to defend it, and proclaim it boldly, in season and out of season, because it is his Word, and by it we are saved.  May the Holy Spirit give us the power to keep its teachings pure all the days of our lives.  Amen.  
